
 

PROPOSED NEW 

LIBRARY HOURS 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Hampshire County Council are 

proposing to reduce library open-

ing hours across the county. 

For Alton this would mean the 

library closing all day on Wednes-

days (currently a half day) but 

opening at 9.00am instead of 

9.30am all other days.  The late 

evening opening on Tuesdays 

would be retained but no longer 

available on Thursdays and Fri-

days.  On these days it would close 

at 5.00pm instead of 7.00pm. 

At Bordon the only change would 

be no late opening on Thursdays: it 

would close instead at 5.00pm. 

Your views on these proposals are 

invited by the Hampshire Library 

Service.  Forms are available at 

l i b r a r i e s  o r  o n l i n e  a t 

www.hants.gov.uk/library 

The consultation period ends on 

Wednesday 28 December 2011. 

 

 

BINSTED CLERK NOW 

ALTON DEPUTY MAYOR 
Sue Hodder, Clerk to Binsted Parish Council, was recently 

elected Deputy Mayor of Alton.  She succeeds Cllr Terry 

Eccott who resigned the position because of ill health.   

Binsted PC sends Sue its congratulations and warmest 

best wishes in her mayoralty.  However, it is 2012 which 

will present the greatest demands on her time.  It is usual 

practice for deputy mayors to become mayor in the fol-

lowing year, subject to being voted in.   Sue said òI feel 

honoured and privileged to be able to represent the peo-

ple of Alton in this way and am very much looking forward 

to the challenges and excitement of the months ahead.  

This, together with my rôle as Clerk to Binsted Parish 

Council, should keep me well occupied!ó  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alton Deputy Mayor Sue Hodder 

Along the trail they will find a hidey hole to peep 

through, art among the trees created by a local 

artist, places where bark and soil can be felt, creak-

ing branches listened to and rings on logs counted 

to tell their age.  There is even a den to which 

wheelchair users can put the finishing touches. 

The trail has been recognized by the Forestry Com-

mission as a national exemplar for accessible forest 

trails and will be used as a model of best practice 

across the UK. 

 

 

The first intrep-

id explorers set 

off. 

POLICE REð

LAUNCH 

ñOPERATION 

NEMISISò 

The intensive three-

month  campaign begun 

last month will focus on 

dealing with burglary.      

Please help the police by 

always locking doors and 

windows if you are going 

out, even for a short 

while, avoid leaving valua-

bles on display and try 

not to advertise any re-

cent big purchases by 

leaving recognizable 

boxes out for recycling.  If 

you have information on 

any crime please call 

Crimestoppers on 0800 

555 111, log on to 

www.mostwanted-uk.org 

or call the Police on 101. 

ALICE HOLT EASY ACCE SS TRAIL  OPENS  

I N  

B R I E F  

> EHDC has moved 

to a single 

planning com-

mittee of 12 

h igh l y - t ra ined 

c o u n c i l l o r s .   

Previously all 

councillors sat 

on one of two 

n o r t h ðs o u t h 

split planning 

committees.  

> Plann ing A id 

E n g l a n d  h a s 

launched a new 

service.  It 

o f f e r s  1 5 

m i n u t e s  o f 

free, independ-

ent and profes-

sional planning 

advice to com-

muni t ies  and 

individuals who 

cannot afford 

to pay profes-

s iona l  fees.  

The P lann ing 

Advice Line can 

be reached on 

0330 123 9244.  

Some ca l le rs 

may be eligible 

f o r  f u r t h e r 

assistance.  

> HCC/Amey launch 

workforce safe-

ty  campaign.   

One of the most 

common causes 

o f  acc idents 

for the work-

force on the 

h i g h w a y  i s 

passing traf-

fic.  Please 

respect speed 

limits, espe-

c ia l ly  where 

you see this 

new sign ñSLOW 

DOWN!  Our Dad-

dy works here.ò 
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L to R Cllrs Ken Carter, Chairman EHDC and Chairman 

Binsted Parish Council, Glynis Watts, EHDC, Mike 

Nicolle, Binsted Parish Council, Patrick Burridge, Leader 

EHDC and Sue Hodder, Clerk, Binsted Parish Council. 

The UKõs first interactive, easy access, forest ad-

venture trail was opened by Tony Reid, Chief Execu-

tive of the Treloar Trust, on 5 October. 

Designed by the Trust in partnership with the For-

estry Commission, the trail has been created with 

the aid of grants from Binsted Parish Council, the 

South Downs National Park Authority and the 

Hampshire Playing Fields Association.  The trail has 

a hard surface and so will enable  young people 

with a variety of complex physical disabilities and 

learning difficulties, including wheelchair users, to 

enjoy the forest. 



Royston Hopcroft is not just our greatly valued Groundsman 

and Caretaker.  He is also a very capable handyman.  It was 

Royston who, among other things, put up the fencing around 

the allotments and outside The Wickham Institute, redecorat-

ed the interior of the  Pavilion and recently  discovered some 

very interesting old maps of the parish in the Pavilion loft!  He 

also makes a very good cup of tea!    Royston can be reached 

on mobile 07900 561 586. 

not always reliable ticket machine with some very limited options.  

The machine itself would be in the open air, both station and car park 

would be unsupervised throughout the morning peak, and the whole 

area would soon have the  appearance of an uncared-for site with an 

open invitation to vandalism.  There have been one or two serious 

incidents in the car park recently and the limited amount of supervi-

sion  we have at present is extremely valuable.  Although a small 

station, Bentley is an extremely busy one, with a catchment area 

extending as far as  Bentworth, Crondall, Froyle, Headley and beyond.  

The loss of most of its facilities would be deeply felt. 

Our MP, Damian Hinds, has been made aware of this proposal, as 

have the ALUA and other rail pressure groups.  When challenged, 

South West Trains say they have òno immediate plansó to close the 

ticket office, an assurance which may not mean very much... 

Professor Brian Thomas (Alton Line Users Association, 

Bentley) writes - 

òThere is a plan, currently with the new Transport Minis-

ter, Justine Greening, to close permanently  a large 

number of railway  ticket offices throughout the UK.  

Bentley Station ticket  office is one of these, along with, 

in our area, Ash, Bagshot, Frimley and North Camp. 

Although this is still only a proposal, I think we should all 

be aware of what it would mean for Bentley were it to be 

implemented. 

Bentley Station would have no closed entrance, no 

waiting room, no toilets and, most important, no oppor-

tunity for face-to-face enquiries or to make advance 

bookings.  All that would remain would be a single and 

Meanwhile SWTõs òother halfó, Network Rail, 

have begun to repaint and redecorate the sta-

tion. Although the car park is full to capacity most 

days, the promise of another six spaces, made 

two years ago and suddenly withdrawn, has now 

been renewed.  The 20mph speed restriction, 

currently in force for both tracks while weekend 

engineering work is in progress, is expected to be 

lifted early next year.  More substantial improve-

ments, however, such as the long awaited dou-

bling of the track between Farnham and Alton, 

are no longer on offer, but when one recalls that 

the very existence of the Farnham-Alton line was 

at one time seriously threatened we can hardly 

expect much more for the present.ó 

O U R  M R  F I X I T  

 B E N T L E Y  S T A T I O N  T I C K E T  O F F I C E  U N D E R  T H R E A T   

H I G H W A Y S  I S S U E S 

Binsted PC has reported nearly 50 highways issues to HCC 

since the end of July.  These have been  mostly potholes and 

eroded road edges but also obscured and damaged signs 

and some occurrences of flooding and fallen trees.  They 

have been very promptly attended to by Hampshire High-

ways and currently only a few are outstanding.  One of these 

is the flooding that occurs in Church Street, Binsted.  Howev-

er, the necessary remedial work is now planned for later this 

year and so an end to this long standing problem is  hopeful-

ly in sight.  We do try to monitor the whole parish but if you 

come across any issues please either mention them to our 

Clerk, Sue Hodder (see back page), or report them directly to 

HCC at www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems  

We donõt, of course, know what kind of winter  weõre going to 

have , but the following  information sources may be help-

ful :ñ  

Salt route maps online ñ search by place or postcode at  

www3.hants.gov.uk/roads/winter-maintenance/road-salting 

General winter weather advice, including school closures, at 

www3.hants.gov.uk/roads/winter-maintenance 

HantsDirect Contact Centre ñ  telephone number for Adult 

Services  0845 603 5630.  Use this number to let HCC  

know of any people in the community who, in severe weath-

er, may be more vulnerable. 

A L I C E  H O L T  

A R B O R E T U M  

V O L U N T E E R S  

W A N T E D 

 

 

Colin Hall, Chairman of the Alice Holt Commu-

nity Forum, writes - 

òThe Alice Holt  Arboretum Restoration Project 

is a community-led initiative to restore and 

improve access to the collection of unusual 

trees in the old arboretum in Lodge Inclosure.  

We have volunteer days each month to under-

take various tasks including path restoration 

and scrub clearance. 

Next working party sessions are on Sunday 

27 th November and Sunday 18th December, 

10am-1pm.  Come along!  Contact Colin Hall 

on 01252 793 422 or Robert Simpson on 

01420 22094 or just turn up at the car park 

off Gravel Hill Road at 10am.  We look forward 

to seeing  you.ó   

Binsted Parish 

Council Meetings  

2011/12  

Held in the Sports 

Pavilion, Binsted 

Recreation Ground 

at 7.30pm. 

Monday 7 November 2011 

Monday 5 December 2011 

Monday 9 January 2012 

Monday 6 February 2012 

Monday 5 March 2012 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Monday 2 April 2012  

7.30pm in The Wickham 

Institute 

 

Will your child be 4 years old between 1 

September 2011 and 31 August 2012?  If 

the answer is òyesó, it is important that 

you apply for a school place by midnight on 

Sunday 15 January 2012.  If you live in 

Hampshire you should apply online at 

www.hants.gov.uk/admissions or call 0845 

603 5623 for an application form.  You 

can apply online from Tuesday 1 November 

2011.  

NEW PLAY ROUNDABOUT 

A new  roundabout has recently been 

installed in the childrenõs playground at 

the Binsted Recreation Ground.  The 

project was funded from Developersõ 

Contributions set aside for Binsted PC.  

Cllr John Retallack, Chairman of the  

Recreation Committee, said òWe hope 

this new piece of equipment will be 

enjoyed by the youngsters of the village 

for many years to come.ó    
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SCHOOL REGISTRATION 


