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ALICE HOLT EASY ACCESS TRAIL OPENS

BINSTED CLERK NOW
ALTON DEPUTY MAYOR

Sue Hodder, Clerk to Binsted Parish Council, was recently
elected Deputy Mayor of Alton. She succeeds ClIr Terry
Eccott who resigned the position because of ill health.

Binsted PC sends Sue its congratulations and warmest
best wishes in her mayoralty.However, it is 2012 which
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Alton Deputy Mayor Sue Hodder

POLICE REO® PROPOSED NEW
LAUNCH LIBRARY HOURS
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Sﬁa%pshire County Council are
proposing to reduce library open-

R R Along the trail they will find a hidey hole to peep M€ INteNsive three ing hours across the county.

> HCC/Amey launch through, art among the trees created by a local month camgalgn begunFor Alton this would mean the
workforce safe- artist, places where bark and soil can be felt, creak- st month will focus on library closing all day on Wednes-
ty  campaign. ing branches listened to and rings on logs counted dealing — with  burglary. days (currently a half day) but
One of the most to tell their age. There is even a den to which Please help the police by, cning ar 9.00am instead of
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passing traf- trails and will be used as a model of best practice bles on display and tI,ydays. on t.hese days it would close
fic. Please across the UK. at 5.00pm instead of 7.00pm.

not to advertise any re-
cent big purchases byAt Bordon the only change would
leaving recognizablebe no late opening on Thursdays: it
boxes out for recycling. |fwould close instead at 5.00pm.
first ydunHaveeinformation onyour views on these proposals are
expl or ghs crié t please callinvited by the Hampshire Library
Crimestoppers on 0800 Service. Forms are available at
555 111, log on to libraries or online at
www.mostwanteduk.org www.hants.gov.uk/library
or call the Police on 101. The consultation period endson
Wednesday 28 December 2011.
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ALICE HOLT

ARBORETUM

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED

Colin Hall, Chairman of the Alice Holt Commu-
nity Forum, writes:

0The Alice Holt Arbor
is a communityled initiative to restore and
improve access to the collection of unusual
trees in the old arboretum in Lodge Inclosure.
We have volunteer days each month to under-
take various tasks including path restoration
and scrub clearance.

Next working party sessions are on Sunday
27t November and Sunday 18 December,
10am-1pm. Come along! Contact Colin Hall
on 01252 793 422 or Robert Simpson on
01420 22094 or just turn up at the car park
off Gravel Hill Road at 10am. We look forward

to seeing you.o very interesting old maps of the parish in the Pavilion loft! He
also makes a very good cup of teal  Royston can be reached
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SCHOOL REGISTRATION

Will your child be 4 years old between 1
September 2011 and 31 August 2012? |If

t he answer i s oyesbo,

you apply for a school placdy midnight on

Sunday 15 January 2012. If you live in

Hampshire you should apply online at
www.hants.gov.uk/admissions or call 0845

603 5623 for an application form. You

can apply online from Tuesday 1 November
2011.

OUR MR FIXIT Binsted Parish

Council Meetings

2011/12

etum Restoration Project

Held in the Sports
Pavilion, Binsted
Recreation Ground

at 7.30pm.

Royston Hopcroftis not just our greatly valued Groundsman
and Caretaker. He is also a very capable handyman. It wag
Royston who, among other things, put up the fencing around
the allotments and outside The Wickham Institute, redecorat-

ed the interior of the Pavilion and recently discovered some Monday 5 December 2011

Monday 7 November 2011

eroded road edges but also obscured and damaged signs
and some occurrences of flooding and fallen trees. They
have been very promptly attended to by Hampshire High-
ways and currently only a few are outstanding. One of these Annual Parish Meeting
is the flooding that occurs in Church Street, Binsted. Howev-
er, the necessary remedial work is now planned for later this
year and so an end to this long standing problem is hopeful- Monday 2 April 2012
ly in sight. We do try to monitor the whole parish but if you
come across any issues please either mention them to our . .

Clerk, Sue Hodder (see back page), or report them directly to 7.30pm in The Wickham
HCC at www3.hants.gov.uk/roadproblems

Institute
We dondt, of course, know wi w
have , but the following information sources may be help-
ful A NEW PLAY ROUNDABOUT

Salt route maps onlinefi search by place or postcode at
P yp P A new roundabout has recently been

www3.hants.gov.uk/roads/wintermaintenance/road-salting installed in the <chi
G Lwi her advice. includi hool cl the Binsted Recreation Ground. The
General winter weather advice, including school closures, at project was funded
it i s i mportant t hat

www3.hants.gov.uk/roads/wintermaintenance Contributions set aside for Binsted PC.
Clir John Retallack, Chairman of the
HantsDirect Contact Centréi telephone number for Adult Recreation Committee

Services 0845 603 5630. Use this number to let HCC  nis new piece of equipment will be
know of any people in the community who, in severe weath- gpjgyed by the youngsters of the village
er, may be more vulnerable. for many years to co

BENTLEY STATION TICKET OFFICE UNDER THREAT

Professor Brian Thomas (Alton Line Users Association,
Bentley) writes-

0There is a plan, currentl
ter, Justine Greening, to close permanently a large
number of railway ticket offices throughout the UK.
Bentley Station ticket office is one of these, along with,
in our area, Ash, Bagshot, Frimley and North Camp.

Although this is still only a proposal, | think we should all
be aware of what it would mean for Bentley were it to be
implemented.

Bentley Station would have no closed entrance, no
waiting room, no toilets and, most important, no oppor-
tunity for faceto-face enquiries or to make advance
bookings. All that would remain would be a single and

not always reliable ticket machine with some very limited options. Me anwhi | e SWT 6 s oot her
The machine itself would be in the open air, both station and car park have begun to repaint and redecorate the sta-
would be unsupervised throughout the morning peak, and the whole tjon. Although the car park is full to capacity most
Yareaodidsooh Hafe th2 €appearahcB 8f SrPufcarkar S Wit & - days, the promise of another six spaces, made
open invitation to vandalism. There have been one or two serious two years ago and suddenly withdrawn, has now
incidents in the car park recently and the limited amount of supervi- peen renewed. The 20mph speed restriction,
sion we have at present is extremely valuable. Although a smallcurrenﬂy in force for both tracks while weekend
station, Bentley is an extremely busy one, with a catchment area engineering work is in progress, is expected to be
extending as far as Bentworth, Crondall, Froyle, Headley and beyondjifted early next year. More substantial improve-
The loss of most of its facilities would be deeply felt. ments, however, such as the long awaited dou-
bling of the track between Farnham and Alton,
are no longer on offer, but when one recalls that
‘the very e><iste%cref'1 8f éhe gatrngamltoln Ieiln% was

at one time seriously threatened \Be can hargly
expect much more for the

Our MP, Damian Hinds, has been made aware of this proposal, as
have the ALUA and other rail pressure groups. When challenged
Sout h West Trains say they have
ticket office, an assurance which may not mean very much...
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